
     For Nelson Reservoir up near Malta, the 

fishery continues to look very good with 

something like 16 walleye per net – which is 

awesome. The fish are in good shape with a 

good range of year classes of fish. There is 

some concern, however, in that there are 

plans to drop the water levels beginning in 

mid-June to about 2,205 feet by late August 

so some work can be done on the dam. This 

will be 16.5 feet below full pool. The work is 

projected to be done this fall but probably not 

before the St Mary’s canal is shut down mid-

September, so the only water to replenish 

Nelson this fall will have to come from the 

Milk River out of Fresno.   

     It sounds like Canyon Ferry is also doing 

fairly well. The number of walleye per net in 

2014 dropped off some from what it was in 

2014 to an average of 4.53 vs the 6.7 per net 

in 2013. The fairly good news is that 33 of 

the 68 walleye netted where over 14”. This is 

a lot better than 3-4 years ago when you had 

to catch 7 to get one that might go over 14”.   

     The outlook is really good again for Fort 

Peck with a fall netting average of 4.6 wall-

eye per net which is above the long term av-

erage and similar to 2013. There are a lot of 

2011 year class of fish coming that are in the 

12-15” range – which should make for a 

good population of some nice eating size 

fish. There are also a fair number of the 20-

25” fish that have been somewhat missing 

the past few years. There was a very good 

sampling of young of year cisco which is 

great. 

     A lot depends on what happens with the 

spring runoff and water levels next spring, 

but with the lower water levels and the loss 

of the shoreline vegetation, the perch and 

spot tail shiner numbers are down at Fort 

Peck. With the fish in the system needing to 

key in more on the cisco as forage, it means 

they will be more mobile since they will fol-

low the cisco movements. I heard that last 

summer when the cisco sampling was being 

done, they were getting walleyes all the way 

down to the 90-120’ depths which is very 

interesting.   

     Fort Peck as usual will continue to be one 

of the best fisheries in the state. There are 

good numbers of good-sized northern pike 

and smallmouth as well as some trophy wall-

eye. 

     If anyone is interested, Jim Muzynoski 

and I will be offering people who want to 

learn how to find and catch walleye on Fort 

Peck a “Captains Weekend Walleye Boot 

Camp” the first two weekends in June. We 

will be fishing out of Hell Creek. For more 

information, you can check 

www.MontanaWalleye.com. 

     I’ll also be at all of the Great Rockies 

Sports Shows doing a couple of seminars on 

“Fishing Montana Walleye – Where, When 

and How” and also “Precision Trolling for 

Montana Walleye – The Difference Between 

a Good Day and a Great Day on the Water.” 

Check out the show schedule at 

www.greatrockiesshow.com. Hope to see 

you there. 
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