FWP Aquatic Invasive Species Update for the week of September 24, 2012.

FWP Watercraft Inspection Stations

The season has wound down for the year and most of our stations are closed with the exception of Ronan, which is still open Thursdays-Sundays until mid-October to cover the start of Mac Days on Flathead Lake.  We also have our roving inspector in the Bitterroot still working, and one Helena roving team that is visiting some eastern waters such as Tongue River Reservoir, Cooney Lake, and the Big Horn until mid-October.  All AIS crews will be done by October 14th.  

As of September 24 watercraft inspection crews have inspected a total of 21,247 boats—16,415 from in-state and 4,832 from out-of-state.  Crews continue to find a lot of vegetation on boats, including another case of EWM, again at Dena Mora.  Crews also continue to find standing water in boats, particularly in the bilge area.  However, crews are reporting that more and more boat owners are showing up at stations with their plugs out, and boat owners are saying that is a direct response to the information they have received from previous inspections on the importance of having a drained and dry boat.  Again, great job by our crews in getting that vital message across to the public.  

The table below shows a summary of the number of inspections done at our seasonally permanent and roving watercraft inspection stations from the beginning of the season (May 14) through September 24.  
	Station
	In-State
	Out-of-State
	Boats with Dreissenid Mussels
	Boats with Vegetation
	Standing Water
	New Zealand Mudsnails
	Other*

	Bitterroot Roving
	449
	12
	1
	7
	0
	0
	0

	Bozeman Roving
	532
	76
	0
	10
	3
	0
	0

	Clearwater
	5890
	353
	0
	7
	2
	0
	1

	Culbertson
	23
	32
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Dena Mora
	571
	1339
	0
	7
	0
	1
	0

	Dillon
	145
	624
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Eureka
	1129
	1164
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Helena Roving
	2141
	148
	0
	84
	9
	0
	0

	Hardin
	973
	314
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0

	Ronan
	4052
	545
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0

	Swan Roving
	383
	40
	0
	11
	0
	0
	0

	Wibaux
	127
	185
	0
	2
	1
	0
	2

	Totals
	16415
	4832
	4
	136
	16
	1
	5


*Other includes two cases of marine organisms, two cases of illegal bait, and one case of illegal live fish.
Monitoring
Staff continues to conduct monitoring of wild sites and hatcheries statewide.  AIS early detection and monitoring includes: invertebrate and macrophyte sampling, and plankton sampling for Dreissenid mussel veligers.  All samples are processed at the FWP lab in Helena.  The following tables show the sites that have been sampled so far.
	Bean Lake

Beaverhead River

Big Hole River

Bighorn Lake

Bighorn River

Bitterroot River

Blackfoot River

Brown’s Lake

Bynum Reservoir
Canyon Ferry

Clark Canyon Reservoir

Clark Fork River
	Cooney Reservoir

Darlington Ditch
Deadman’s Basin Reservoir

Divide Creek

Ennis Lake

Eyraud Lake
Flathead Lake

Flathead River

Freezeout Lake

Fort Peck 

Fresno Reservoir

Gallatin River
	Georgetown Lake

Gibson Reservoir

Hauser Lake

Hebgen Lake

Hyalite Reservoir

Helena Valley Regulating Reservoir

Holter Lake

Hungry Horse Reservoir

Kootenai River

Lake Frances

Lake Helena
	Lake Koocanusa

Lake Mary Ronan

Madison River

Musselshell River

Nelson Reservoir

Nilan Reservoir

Painted Rocks Lake

Petrolia Reservoir

Pishkun Reservoir

Rogers Lake

Salmon Lake

Seeley Lake
	Squaw Creek

Stillwater Lake

St. Regis River

Swan Lake

Swan River

Thompson Chain of Lakes

Tiber Reservoir

Tongue River

Tongue River Reservoir

Whitefish Lake

Willow Creek Reservoir

Yaak River

Yellowstone River




State/Federal Hatchery Inspections

	Big Spring Creek Hatchery

Bluewater Springs Trout Hatchery

Ennis National Fish Hatchery

Flathead Lake Salmon Hatchery


	Fort Peck State Fish Hatchery

Giant Springs Trout Hatchery

Jocko River Trout Hatchery

Miles City Fish Hatchery


	Murray Springs Trout Hatchery

Washoe Park Trout Hatchery

Yellowstone River Trout Hatchery




FWP also monitored seven commercial hatcheries.
Education and Awareness

One piece of the AIS Program is education and awareness, and good signage is part of that drive.  FWP and MDA have durable metal Inspect, Clean, and Dry signs measuring 11” x 17” that are available as needed.  If you are aware of a water body access point that is in need of an AIS sign, please contact me.  This summer we have sent these signs out to Fort Peck, Coopers Lake, the Bitterroot, and Freezeout Lake.   Jim Rokosch has also posted 47 laminated ICD signs throughout the Bitterroot.

Interstate Coordination

Earlier this month Allison Begley (FWP AIS Coordinator) represented Montana at the Western Regional Panel of the Aquatic Nuisance Task Force in Salt Lake City.  The WRP consists of 19 western states and the mission of this group is to coordinate with one another on how to best limit the introduction, spread, and impacts of aquatic nuisance species in the Western Region of North America.  Attending this meeting allowed Allison to meet many of her state counterparts and learn how other programs are operated.  The group discussed topics such as watercraft inspection station operation and interstate coordination, aquatic weed management, hatchery decontamination, and federal funding.  In October, Eileen Ryce (Hatchery Section Chief) will be representing Montana at the Mississippi River Basin Panel in New Orleans, with many of the same objectives.  Allison Begley will also attend the 100th Meridian Initiative in Spokane in early October.
